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TO ALL 8 S HAVE 
receiued either pleaſureor profite m_ 
former publiſhed bookes of 
Argument : 
And to all beſide, that deſire to know the won- 
derfull lie deuiſes of this helliſh crew 
of Conny-catchers. 
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tuen 45 they did, ſo wi in ſceking da 
— and ruine yea ſo they — „ ir 
shilles not how they came by it. God raiſe juch another 
4: was wer thie Whittington , that in time away bri- 
Ale the | this beltiſh crew and force 
them line as becomnmeth honeſt ſubictle pr ch io abide 
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Thethird and laſt part of Conny-catching with 
thenew — ini Aneet © 


Fooletaking. 


Eing by chance inuite d to ſupper.inbert were pze- 
ſent diners, both of wozſhip and gad accompt, as 
occaſion ſerued foz entercourſe of talke , the pze- 
ſent treacheries and wicked demſes of the wozld was 


noted: N , 
catchers, biters, withtheir appertaining names 
to their ſeuerall coſening qualities, as already is mate 
knowne to the woꝛld,. by two ſenerall imminted boks, 
by meanes wherof, the pzeſent kinde of conference was 
occaſioned. Nuoth a Gentleman ſitting at the Table, 
whoſe der pe lkep into age deciphered his experience,and 
Whole gr auitie in (peche repozted his diſcretion, quoth 
bee, by the two publuched bokes of Cony-catching: J 
baue ſa ne divers thinges whereof J was befoze igno- 
rant,notwithſtanding had A beene acquainted with (be 
autho2: J could have ginen him ſach notes ofnotozious 
matters that way intending, as in neither of the pam⸗ 
phlets are the like (et do lune. Beſide, they are ſo neceſſa - 
rie to be knowne, as they will both fozearme any man 
agaiaſt (nch trecherous vipers, andfozewarne the im- 
= ſozt from conuerſing with them. The Gentleman 
ng knowne to be within tommiſſion of the pcace,and 
that what be ſpake ofeither came to * by examinati- 
0.18, 


una, 3 by riding in the circuits as other like officers 
do: was infreated by one man abous the reſt(as his lei · 
ſure ſerved him)to acquaint him with thoſe notes, and 
de would io bꝛing ii to paſſe, as the waiter of the other 
two bakes,thouty haue the fight of them, and if tie 
quantitie would ſerus. that be ſhould publiſh them as 
a third, and moze neceſſary part then the fozmer were. 
Che Gentleman replied. al ſuch notes as J ſpeake,ars 
not of mine owne knowledge, yet from ſuch men dane 


taſting 
ſceing you bane pzomiled to make them knowne to bs 
- authoz of the fozmer two Bokes, you ſhall the ſwner 
obtatne your dim tdus much vpon mp 
credit q honelFie, that no one vntrueth is in the notes, 
but ouerie one credible, and to be juſtified if nud ſerue. 
Within a foztnight oz thereabout afterward,the Ge 
tleman perfazmed bis pꝛomiſe, in ſenerall papers ſent 
the notes, which bere are in our bal compiled together 
when thou haſt read,ſap,if ener thou heardef mo2e no- 
table villanies diſcouered. And it thou 03 thy friends re- 
ceiue any god by thi, as it cannot be but they wil maks 
a number moze carefull of themſelues : thanke the ho- 
neſt Gentleman foz his notes, and the iter that yub⸗ 


ſhed both the other and thoſe, fo; generall exampls. | 


of Conny-catching. 


A pleaſant tale howe an honeſt ſubſtantiall Citizen was 
made a Connie, and ſimplie entertained a knaue that 
carried awaie his goods verie politickly, 


pat laws are vſed among this helith crew, 
V what wozds and termes they gius them- 


ſelues and their copeſmates , are at large 
let downe in the fozmer two Bookes 2 let it ſuffiſe vrt 


Kot long lince, a crew of Conny-catchers meeting 
togither, and in conference laying downe ſuch courſes 
as they ſeuerally Honld take, to hunne 


common flepghts, erpzeſling no deepe reache of 
and J woonder men are ſo ſimple to bee ſo 


J would fayne (ee ſome rare and artificial 


The third part 
in a dax o2fwa,that I will a:complith a rare tratagem 
inderd, ot moze balus then foztie of pours , and when it 
is done ſhall carry ſome credit with it. They wondzing 
at his woꝛdes . deſired to ſi the ſucceſſe of them, ſo diſ- 
perſing themſt lues as they were accuſtomed, left this 
frollickefellow pondering on his atfaires. ACittizens 
bonſe in London, which hee had diligentiy epede aymed 
at fo2 a foztnightsſpace,was the place wherein bemuſt 
perfo2me this bauing learned one of the ſer- 
uant maſdes name ofthe houſe,as alſs where ſhce was 
bo:ne and her kindzed. Upon a ſonday in the aftornonc, 
when it was her turne to attend on her maiſter andmi⸗ 
ſtres to the garden in Finſbury fields,to regard the chil 
dzen while they ſpozted about, this craftie mate haning 
dulie watched their comming fo2th,and ſ&ing that they 
intended to gos dowwne . Laurence lane, ſtepped befozs 
them, ener caſting an eye hack, leaſt they ſhould turns 
ſome contrarie way: but their following fill fitting bis 
owne defire,nere vnto the Conduit in Aldermanbury, 
he troſſed the way and came vnto the matd, and kiſſing 
her ſayd . Coolſen Marꝑeret, Jam ver xe glad to ſte you 
well, my vnckle your father, and all pour friends in the 
Countrey are in gad health God be p;aiſed. The aide 
bearing herfelfenamed, and not knowing the man, mo- 
deſtly bluſhed, which hee pertetuing, deld way on with 
der amongſt her fellow appzentiſes , and thus began a- 
gaine . I ſ& Cooſen vou knowe mee not, and J doe not 
greatlie blame vou, it is long unte vou came foozthol 
tbe Conatrey, but J amſach a onesfonne,naming ber 
Unclis right,and bis ſounes name, which the vere well 
remembzed, but had not ſeene him in elenen pcares. 
Then taking foozth a bowed groat, and an olds pennit 
bowed, be gaue it her as being ſent a — 
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of Conny-catching. 
Aunt, whome bee tearmed to bee dis Father and Mo⸗ 
ther: Witball (quoth de) A baue a Gammon of bacon 
and a Cheeſe from my Uncle your Father , which are 
ſent to your Maiſter and Miſtreſſe, which reteiued of 
the Carrier, becauſe my Uncle eniopnde me to deliver 
them, when J muſt intreat your miſtres, that atThit- 
ſont ide next ſhe will gine pou leaue ta tome downe in- 
to the Countrey . The Paide thinking ſimplie all bee 
ſaid was true, and as they ſo farre from their parents, 
are not onely glad to heart of their welfare. but alſo re 
ioyte to ſie any of their kindzed;ſo this pat Paid, wel 
knowing her Uncle dad a ſonne ſo named as be called 
bimſelf,and thinking from a boy( as he was at ber lea- 
uing the Countrey) de was now growne ſuch a p 
handſome poung man, was not a little joyful to ſc him: 
beſide, her ſa med p30ud, that her kinſman was ſoneaf 
a pouth,and ſo ſhee held on queſtioning with him about 
ber friends : her ſothing each matter io counningly, as 
the maide was confidently perſwaded cf dim. In this 
time, one of the childʒen ſtepped to dar mother and ſaid, 
Dur Parget(mother)bath a fine cooſen come out of the 
Country, and be hath a Chaſe foz my Father and you; 
whereon ſhe loking backe, ſaid : Maide. is that your 
kinſman : res fozſooth miſtrefle quot ij Thee, my Uncle 
fonne, whome J left a little one when A came fozth of 
the countrey, 
The wilye Treacher, bring maiſter of his trade, 
would nat let d ippe this oppo2tumitie,but coorteouſlic 
lepping to the Pitrelle (who louing ber maid wel, be- 
cauſe indeed the had been a very god ſeruant, and from 
ber firſt comming to London had dwelt with ber, tould 
ber buſband therof)copned ſuch a moth tale vuto them 
both , fronting it with the —__ 1 of Baton and the 
3 Cheeſe 


Thethird 
Cheeſe ſent from their maives Father, and hoping they 
would gine her leaue at Whitfoative to viſit the coun- 
.trey, as they with verie kinde wozds entertained him, 
inuiting him the next night to ſupper, when he pzomi- 
fed to with dim the Gammon of Bacon and the 
Cheeſe, Then framing anercuſe of certaine buſlnes in 
the town,foz that time he foke bis leaue of the Pailter 
and M ittreſſe, and his new Coſen Margaret, who gane 
many a lake after him(po:e wench)as he went ioping 
in her thoughts to haus ſuch akinſman. 

On the mozrow hee pzepared a godGatnmon of ba- 
con, which be cloſed vp in a oiled linnen cloth, and ſew- 
ed an old card vpon it, whereon be wzote a ſuperſcrip- 
tion vnto the Maiſter of the Paide,and at what figne it 
was tobe deliyered,and afterward ſcraped ſome of the 
letters halls aut, that it might ſame they had bin ruby 
out in the tarriage.a gd Cheeſe he pꝛepared likewiſe, 
with inſcription acrozdingly on it , that it could not be 
diſcerned, but that ſome baſkilfall wziter in the coun- 
fry bad done it, both by the groſſe 
ters, as alſo the had oztographie 
huſbandmen is veris common, in that they haue no bet⸗ 


bane paid fo; his pains. but this his maids new-founs 
. Coſenſayd hee was ſatiſfied alreadie, and ſo training 
tour tefte would not permit him: well, vp are carried che 
Bacon and the Cheeſe, where God knowes, Margaret 
was not a little bufte, fo haue al things fine and neat a- 
ber Coſens comming vp, ber mittreſſe likewiſe, 

as one well affecting her ſer uant) had — 
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of —— 
46d hire. all ter place on the Tubbmzde fe; hetve, 
and beautifled the houſe 
and other deniſes of n&dle wozke , as at ſuch times di- 
vers wil do, to daue the better repozt made of their cre- 
dite amongT their ſeruants friends in the Country, al- 
beit at this time (Oed wot) it turned to they owne af- 
ter-ſozrowing . The maifterof the houſe, to dclaꝝ the 
time while Supper was readye, hee:likewiſe ewes - 
this diCcmbler dis ſhop, fing things fadge 
to his purpoſe, could queſtion of this (ozt, and that well 
enough 4 warrant you, to diſcern the beſt tr the wozit 
and their appointed places, purpoſing a further reache 
then the toneſt Citizen dzeamed ot : and to beeplaine 
with ve, luch was (his occapiers trade,asthoughJ way 
not name it, yet thus much J dare iter, that the wozſt 
thing de could carry away, was aboue fwentie nobles, 
becauſe bee dealt alfogeather in whole and great ſale, 
which made this companion fozge this kindzed and ac- 
quaintance , foz an hundzed pound 9; twaine was the 
bery leaſt het aimed at. At length the miſtreſſe ſendes 
wozd ſupper is on the Table , wherevpon vp bee con- 
ducts bis gueſt, and after diners welcomes , as alſo 
thankes ſoz the Cheeſe and Bacon : To the Table they 
fit, where let it ſuffice , dee wanted no ozdinarie good 
fare, wine and other knackes , beſide much talke of the 
Countrey , dow much his friends were beholving foz 
bis Coſen Margaret, to whome by her miſtreſle leane 
ba danke twiſe oz thziſe , andſhe pe ſoule doing 
the like againe to him with rememb2ance of ber father 
and other kindzed, which he ſtil (mathed very cunniug- 
ly.Countenance of talke made them carelesof the time 
which llipped from the faſter then they were aware ol. 


noz did the deteiuer haſten his departing, becauſe beers 
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peed in man wires Wh watt 
- Saint Oples in the fleld, was infreated both by the 
— — j that cieh, 


ling to eps then hoy conl ber vb him . —.— 
— 1 — hoo 265 en heo- 
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Conrry-catcher, 

was in the ſame roome where they ſupped , being com- 
monty called their hall, and there indeed ſtood a veris 
\ "The miltrelle ,lealt ber gueſt ſhould 


chamber as they were woon! to do, ater hey bonſai 


of Conny-carch ing. 
p2alers, their evening ererciſe,to bed gothey likewiſe, 
which was in a Garrot backward ouer their maiſters 
chamber. Kone are nowe bp but pooze Pargaret and 
her counterfeit coſen,whb ſhe loth to offend with long 
falke, becauſe if wared late:after ſome few moze ſpee- 


, and 
ets metingwithing 


bouſe of a theefe receiuer — —— 
: —— 
read 


ready fo: them al toures ofthe night:ta many ſuch art 
there in London, the maiſters whereof beare covnte- 
nance of toneſt ſubſl antiall men,but all their liuing is 
gottcn in this o2der, the end of ſach (though they ſcape 
awhile) will be ſailing weſtward in a Cart to Tibozrn. 
Imagine theſe villaniesthere in their tollitie, the ons 
p02: ing point by point his cunning dectipt, and the o- 
ther (fittung bis humour ) extolling the deede with ns 
meane commendations . But returning to the honeſt 
Citizen,who finding in the mozning how berriy be 
fo: a gammon of dacon, and a cheeſe,and how his 
tourteſie was thus trecherouliye requited: blames the 
pe2e maide,as innocent herein as lie, and impꝛi⸗ 
ſoning her, thinking ſo to regaine his owne:griefe with 
ill cherithing there hoztens her life: And thus enſueth 
one hard hap vpon another , tothe great griefe both of 
maiſter and miftrefle , whenthe trueth was knowne, 
that they ſo w;onged their boncſt ſeruant: bow it may 
fo:ewarne others, J leave fo your owne opinions, that 
ſ& what ertyaozdinarie deuiſes are now ada ves, te be- 
gnile the ſimple and honelt liber all minded. 


Ofa notable knaue, who for his cunning deceiuing a gen- 

tleman of his purſe : ſcoruad the name ofa Conny.cat- 

cher, and would needs be termeda Foole-taker,as ma- 
ſter aud beginner ofthat new found Arte. 


Crew of theſe wicked companions, being one day 

met togither in Pauls Church (as that is a vſnal 

place of their aſſemblie, both to de termin on their 
dzifts, as alſo to ſpeed ot man a botie) ſeeing no likeli- 
bodcf a god afternons, ſo the tearme it either foa8s 
noone 02 after, when ought is to be done: ſome diſper 
led themſelues to the plates,other to the bowling alltes 

i and 


- 


man towarde the lawe entring in at 
doo2e , and a countrepCipent going with him 

hard talke , the Gentleman boiving bis gowne 
with bis armes on eyther five as very manie 


late fellow that would notdepart without ſome thing, 
hav quicklye eſpyed, A gams, quoth hes to bis fellows, 
marke the ſtand, and ſo ſeparating themſclues walked 


fuch an open place . Baſe knaues, quoth thefrot(-kfel- 
loose. if J ſay J will baus it, J mu@ baus if, though hes 
that owes it had ſwozne the contrarie.Then laing a- 


une bo, in that ſhec had holpe to cofen dim once bed ze, t 

pzetending to be ſent to him from one he was well ac- 

quainted with foz dis councell ſhould giue him dis let 

— Bn Xa anti 
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with 
her take money out of her parſe , whereby bee gathered 


ſome benefite was toward him: which made him the 


fooner dilpatch his other clyent, — — 
him, told ſuch a tale of commendations from 
np mtg meyer — 
tertained her very kindly, aud giuing bum his fee, woch 
befoze her face he put bp into his purſe , andtbzuſt vn⸗ 
— — ben Loren 
courſe, whereto be liſtened with no litie attention. The 
time ſeruing fit foz the fellows purpoſe,be came behind 
the Gentleman, and as many times one friend wil fas 
miliarly with another, clap bis hands ouer dis eyes to 
make him gucfle wbo be is,lo did this companion, hol- 
ding bis hands faf oner the Gentlemans epes, ſapde : 
whoam : twiſe oz th2iſe , in which time the dzab bad 
the purſe and put it vp. The Gentleman think- 
it had been ſome merrie friend of bis, reckoned the 
names of that oz foure, when letting him go, the crafty 
knaue diſſembling a baſhful ſhame of what he had don, 
laid: By my troth fir J crie ye merty, os I tame in at 
tbe Church dooze, I fooke pe fo2 (urh a one (naming a 
man)a verie friend of mine, whome vou very muchre- 
ſemble:J beſiech pe be not angrie, it was verie boldlys 
done of me, but in penance of my fault, ſo pleaſe pee to 
accept it, J will befow a gallon oz two ot wine on per. 
and ſo laboured him earneftly to go with bim to the ta 
nerns, 


— — 


of Conny- catching. 

nerne, til alledging bis ſozo foz miſtaking him. The 
Gentleman litle ſuſpecting how who am J had handled 
dim, ſeeing bow ſozie be was , and ſeeming to be a man 
of no ſuch baſe condition: toke all in god part, ſaying: 
Ko harme fir, to take one foz another, a fault wherein 
any man may ta il erre,and ſo excuſing the acceptati- 
on of his wine, becauſe he was bulle there with a gen 
tlewoman dis friend:the trecher with courteſie depar · 
ted,q the dzab(haning what hee would) ſhoꝛtniug ber 
tals, bee deſtring her to come to his Chamber the next 
mozning, went to the place where her copeſ-mate and 
ſhe met, and not long after,diners other of the crue,who 
bearing in what manner this at was 
led a god therat, that the had both got the © 
parſe, her owne money acaine , and his adyile l. 
nothing. Ve that had done this tall exploit, iu a piaci i 
open in view, ſo hardly to be come hy. on a man that 
made no meane ofteme of his wit: bids his fellowes 
keape the wozthles name of a Conny-catcher to them- 
ſelues: foz be hence-fozth would bee termed a Foole- 
taker,and ſuch as could imitate this quaint erample of 
bis. ( which be would ſet down as an entrance into that 
art) hould not thinks ſcozne to become his ſchollers, 

Kight dꝛawing on apace , the returned 
dome, not al this while milling his 


Gentleman 

| purſe,but being ſet 
at ſupper, his wife intreated a pint of @ack, which bee 
minding to ſend foz : dzewe to bis purſe, and (@ing it 
gone, what ſtrange lakes (beſide ſighs) were betweens 
dim and his wife, I leave to your ( blame 
them not: foz as J haue heard, thers was ſenen pound 
in gold, beſide thirtie ſhillings and op white money in 
the purſe.Bat in the middeſt of his griefe,hee remem- 
bzed him that ſaid, who am 4: ew no__ 
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The third pare 

fva2th into a great langhter,the cauſe whereofhis wife 
being deũrous to know, de declared all that paſſed be- 
tween him and the deceiucr,as alſo how ſone afterward 
the abʒeuiated her diſcourſe andfollowed: ſo in 
troth wife (quoth be) bet wiene who am J and the d:ab, 
my purſe is gone: let his lolle teach others to lake bet- 
ter to theirs. 


An other Tale of a cooſening companion, who would 
needs trie his cunning in this new invented arte, and 
how by his knauerie(at one inſtant) he beguiled halfe a 
doꝛen and more. 


Flute time there bath a certaine baſe kindeof 


as this pzeſent treatiſe manifefteth to the wozld, and 
what with outward city on the one fide, and tun 
— on the other , diners donelt Citti- 
3ens 


of their parſes . This trade, os rather vnſufferable lop- 
tring qualitie, in unging of Ballets, and ſongs at the 
doozes of ſuch houſes where playes are bſed, as alſo in 
open markets and other places of this Cittie, where is 
mot reſozt: which is nothing els but a lie fetch todzaw 
many together, who liſtning vnto an harmeleſſe dittie, 
afterwarde walke home fo their houſes with beauie 
dearts : from ſach as are hereof true witneſfles to their 
coft,doo I deliner this example.A ſabfill fellow, beliks 
imboldned by acquaintance with the fozmer deteit, oz 
els 


— 


of Conny-catching. 

els being but a beginner to pzactiſe the ſame, calling 
certain of his companions together, would try whether 
be could attaine to bemaiſter of his art oz no,by taking 
a great many of fals with one tr aine:but let dis intent 
and what els beſide,r emaine to abide the cenſure after 
the mater is heard, and come to Cratious ſtræt, u here 
this villanous pꝛanke was perfozmed. A roging mate, 
e ſuch another with thi were there got vpon a ſtal ſing» 
ing of balcts, which belike was ſome pzety top, ſoꝛ be- 
ry many gathered about to heart it,q diuers buying, as 
their affections ſerned,dzew to their purſes, 4 paid the 
fingers fo2 them. The lie mate and dis fellowes, who 
were diſperſcd among them that ted to hear the ſongs 
well noted where euerie man that bought , put vp his 
purſe againe,and to ſuch as would not buy, counterfeit 
warning was ſundzie times given by the roge and his 
aſſociate, to beware ofthe cut-purſe,q lake to their pur- 
ſes, which made th# often ferl where their purſes were, 
either in leve,hoſe,oz at girdle, to know whether they 
were ſafe 02 no. Thus the crafty copeſmates were at- 
quainted with what theymol defired,and as they were 
ſtatred by ſhou lvzing,th:ufting,feining fo let fall ſom- 
thing,and ofher wilis tricks fit ſoʒ their purpoſe; hars 
one loft dis purſe,there another dad his pocket 7 
to ſay all in bziefe, at one inftant,dpon the L 
one oz two that ſaw their purſes wert moze 
in the ſame companie,found themſelues in like pꝛedi- 
cament.Some angrie,others ſozrowfull,and all great- 
ly diſcontented , looking about them, knewe not who 
fo ſuſpect 03 challenge, in that the billaines themſelues 
that bad thus iled them, made ſhew that they had 
ſuſtained like loſſe. But age angry fellow,ms8ze impaci- 
ent then all the ref, he 8938 


tutpurſes were compacted together. 
The reit that had loft their purſes likewiſe, e ſaw that 
tump in opinion with 


anſwerable to their deſeruing: foz J beare of their i03- 
ney weſtward, but wot of their returns: let this ure 
warne thoſe that liſten inging in the frets. -- 


Of a craftie mate, that brought two young men yntes 
Tauerne, where ing with a Cup, hee left themto 
Pay both for the wine and Cup. 


Friend of mine ſent mee this note. and aftring 
me the fruth thereof, J thonght neceſſary to ſet it 
wane amongſt the reſt: both fo the honeſt m- 
plicifie on the one ide and mol cunning knanery ved 
on the other,and thus it was. Two young men of fa- 
miliar » who delighted mach in moficke, 
becauſe themfelnes therein were ſomwhat expert, as 
on the virginals,bandoza,late and fach like: were one 
evening at a chmon inme of n fown(as J daue heard) 
Where the one ofthem bis ſkil on the „ 
to 


ot Conny 


out ward ſhewe, cauſed the yong men, whoſe thoughts 
were fre from any other opinion, than to bee as truely 

and plainly dealt withall as themſelues-meant, accep- 

ted bis offer, becauſe det that played on the Uirginals 

was deſirous to haus ſome goed place of ſeruite:s here- 

bpon fo the Tanerne they goe, and being let , the wily 
companion calleth foz two pintes of wine, a pinte of 
| white, anda pinte of claret,caſting his cloake vpon the 

fable,and falling to his fozmer communication of pꝛe- 
ferring the yang man. The wine is bzought,and two 
euppes withall , as is the vſuall manner : when dzin- 
| king fo them of the one inte, they pledge him, not vn- 
thankfall fo2 bis gentien:ſſe. After ſome time ſpent in 
talke,and as hs perceived fit ſoꝛ dis purpoſe, hee takes 
the other tup. and tales the other pinfe of wine:whcre- 
with de finding fault, that it dzanke ſomewhat tarde, 
ſayd,tbat Koſc-water and Sugar would do nc bare: 
whereapon be leaues bis ſeate, ſaying be was well ac- 
quainted with ane of the feruits of 1 houſe, of * 


Thethird part 

he could haue tino pennywozth of Roſe- water foz a pe- 
ny. and ſoof Sugar likewiſe , ubereſoꝛe be would ſtep 
to the barre vnto him, ſo taking the cup in dis band, hes 
did: the yong men neuer thinking on any ſuch treache 
rie as enined, in that he ſeemed an honeſt man, and be- 
ſide left bis cloake lying on the table by them. Nomoze 
returnes the yonker with Roſe-water and Sugar,but 
ſtepping out of dozes, vnlene of any, goes away round⸗ 
ly with the cup. Tbe yang men not a little wondering 
at his lang tarrying,by the comming of the ſeruants to 
ſe what they wanted, who toke no regarde of his ſad- 
den departure, finde themſelues there left, not onelp to 
pay faʒ tte wine, but fo the Cuppe alſo, being rachlye 
ſappoſcd by the maiſt er and bis ſeruants to be copart- 
ners with the treachcrous villaine:but their honeſt be- 
baniour well knowne,as alſo their ſimplicity to much 
abuſed, well witneCed their innocencie ; not withſtan- 
ding they were faine to pay foz the cup, as afterwarde 
they did, hauing nothing towardes their charge but a 
thꝛed bare cloake not wozth two ſhillings. Take herde 
how pou dꝛinke wine with any ſuch companions, 


Of an honeſt houſholder which was cunninglydeceyued 
by a ſubtill companion, that came to hite a Chamber 
for his Maiſtcr. 


Nee karre from Charing Croſſe dwclleth an bo- 


neſt yong man, who being not long ſincemarri- 

ed, and dauing moꝛe romes in his bouſe than 
himſelſe occupyeth, either f6; terme time, 02 the Court 
lying ſo netre.as divers do, to make a reaſonable com- 
midi ie, and to eaſe houſe- rent, which (as the wozlde 
geeth now is none ofthe cheapeſt)letteth fo2th a cham- 
ber oz two,accozding as it may be ſpared. Ju an euen⸗ 
ing 


ing tha los mas eaſiecarriage,brentreats 
them lend him a ſhert to bind it vp in. they fufpecting no 
lll, becauſe be required their boy ſhould goa with him ta 
helpe wum cary the ſtutte, the god wife Ceppes vnto her 
Che, where her linnen lay finelic}ſweetney with Roſe 


Lavender , and lends bim a very ges ſhots 


in deed. | 

This ſucteſſe made him bolde to venter alittle fur- 
tber, and then be tels them his maiſter had a greatdeale 
of bzoken Sugar,and fine ſpicesthat lay negligently a- 


all which hee was aſſared his Pailter would beſtow on 
them, la he could deviſe bow to get it bzought 4 
_ Theſe liberall p;omilcs, pzeugiling with them that 
lighflie belatued.and witha!l were ſomewhat couetous 
of the, Sugar and ſpices : The woman deinanded if a 
couple of pillow-b&res would not ſerue to bʒing the ſu⸗ 
ara tat 
2 may 


b2oad in bis lodging as it was bzougdt e 
th 


ER cms 
and 
— there are many craſtie knaues 


. The boy doubting 
willed whe p;eſently into ſome douſe hard 
by eto g dane had ror ce ae 
nie dane beene in this manner deceined, as J heare.let 
this then giue them warning to beware of any ſuch 
vnpꝛolitable gu eſta. 


Of one that came to buya knife, and made firſt proofe of 
his trade on him that ſolde it. | 


Ke of the cunning Kippes about the fowne, 
came vnto a paze Cutler to bane a Cattle made 
accozding to his owne minde, and not abone 
thzee inches would he daue both the knife and the halt 
in length : vet of ſuch pure mettall,as map bee. 
Albeit the pant man neuer made the lie befoze, vet be- 
ing pꝛomiſed foure times the value of bis ſtuffe and 
paines.he was contented to doe this,and the day — 


partie perceining his merry „and imagi- 

ning be geſt foz what purpoſe the knife was, ſayde, bo- 

neſt man, whereat ſmile you t By my troth fir (quoth 
knife,becauſe 


pee mans that boung at his boſom,he neuer far- 
ting when hodidit; wild Qs hiv (quath the Kipps) 

Ito cut a purſe,marry OD fozbid (quoth the 
Cutler) IJ cannot thinke you to be ſuch a kind of man, J 


by cocke and pie bee would ſpend a whole groat bppon 
them, foz hee had gotten it andmoze, clarely by a god 
bargaine that mozning. 

Though it was no marnell to ſ him ſo liberall, bo- 
cauſe indede he was a god companion: vet they wer 6 
lsth to put him to ſuch colt, nothwithtanding he would 
—__ 

3 


_ Thethird parr 
— — an rer ebenen. 
often be wiſht to mitt with moze fuch cuſtomers 
— — 


where 

the button bole, I leaue to your iudgement, whether he 
was now as ſozrte as he was merris beds: : 
Blanck and all amozt fits the p Cutler, and with 


know the cauſe thereof, from point to point he diſcour- | 
ſeth the whole manner of the tragedie, neuer naming 
dis new cuſtomer , but with ſuch a farre fotcht'figh, as 
ſoule and body would haue in ſurder. And in 
mid of all his griete, de ſoꝛ th into cheſe detmeh. 
Ile belitue a man the better by his wo:d while Ahnotw 
bim, the knife was bought to cut a purſe indad, and J 
thanke him foz it, bee made the firſt pzofe of the edge 
with mee . r 
ſmiling at his folly to be ſo ouerreached, wert faine'td 
pay the groate the Cuiler called in,becauſe he had un 
ther money about him, and ſpent as much moze beſide 
to dziue away his beauineſle. 

This tale,becauſe it was ſomewhat miſrepozted be- 
foze , vpon talke had with the poze Cutler himſelſe, is 
ſet downe now in true fozme and manner how it was 
done,therefoze is there no offence offered, when by bef- 
ter conſideration,a thing may beenlarged o; amended, 
oz at leaſt the note be better confirmed. Let the poozs 
Cutiers miſhaperample others, that they bzagnof over 
aur ofgaine eallly gotten.lealf they chancs to par as 
V de did. — 


Good fellow that was newly entered intu the 
nipping craft,and hadnot as pet attained to am 
| acquaintance with the chiefe and cunning mai- 
ers of that trade: In the Chaiſtmas 


counters , and lo carried his winnings a- 
bout him till bis next ſitting to . 
plealed to be ſo ouertaken,he ſpiod a lu · 
fie youth entring at the daoze, with him; 
this fellow be had beard to bee one of 
about the fowne,and euer carted his queane 
foz conuciance when the ſtratagem was perfozmed: he 
puts vp the counters into the purſes againe, and follows 
cloſs to ſee ſome peece of theit ſeruice.-Among at 
nie of ſeemely men was this lnflfe companion ondows 
minion gotten, where both they might belt beholn 
playe., and wozke fo; aduautage, and euer this 
Nip was next to him, to marks when he thonld atteage 


any explovte, ſtanding as it were moze then halle bes- 


tweene the cunning Nip and his dzab, onely 8 


— 


+ 7 Thethirdpare 
| ſome part of their ſkill. Jn ſho2t time the deed was pers 
e — — rok 


How a Gentleman was craftily deceiued of a Chayne of 
Golde and his purſſe, in Paules Church in London. 


Gentleman of the countrey, who (as Jhane herd 
fince the time of his miſhap , whereof I am now 
to ſpeake) had about halfe a yeere befvze buryed 
bis wife, and belike thinking wel ol ſome otheeGentle- 
woman, whom hee ment to make actount of as his ſe- 
cond choiſe : vpon god hope 02 otherwiſe Pao 
Fo 


— 


of Conny-catching, | 
be came bp fo London to pzouide bimſelfe of ſuch nes 
ceſſaries as the Countrey is not vſnally Rozed withy 
all. Befines,filkes,beluets,cambzickes and ſuch like, he 
bought aCyaine of Goloe that coſt him fiftie and ſea · 
uen pounds and odde money, whereof becanſe be wouty 
hane the mayden bead 0; firtt wearing bimſelfs , bet 
v put it on in the Goldſmiths ſhop,and ſo wal- 
ed there with about London , as bis occaſions ſerned. 
But let not the Gentleman bee offended, who if this 
Booke come to his handes, can beſt anouch the trueth 
of this diſcourſe, if heere by the waye I blame bis raſh 
wide, 02 imple credalitie: foz betwene the one and o- 
ther , the Chaine bee paide ſo dere fo; abont ten of the 
clock inthe mozn:ng.the Cunny catchers the ſame day 
ere night ſhared amongſt them , a matter whereat bee 
— 2 ——— 
god friend: but to the purpoſe. This Gentleman walk - 
ing in Paules , with bis Chaine faire glittering about 
dis neckte. talking with dis man about ſome buũneſſe: 
was well viewed and regarded by a crete at Conny- 
catchers , whoſe teth wat res at his godly Cha ine, vet 
knew not bow ta coms by it hanging as it did, and ther» 
ſoʒe ent ved into ſetret conſpiration among themſelves, 
if they could not come by all the Chaine, vet how they 
might make it lighter by hailfea ſcoze poundes at the 
leaf . Still yadthey their eres on the honeſt Gentle. 
man, who liktle doubted any ſuch treaſon intended a- 
mit dis ſu late bought bargaine : and they hauing 
id their plot, ech one to be aſſiſtant in this enterpꝛiſe. 
ſaw when the Gentleman diſmiCed his ſernant, to go 
about ſuch affaires as hee had appointed dim, himſelfe 
Kill walking there vp anddowne the middle Idle. One 
of theſe — 
e , 


—— — — —— — — — — — 
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part 
———— ene >, , 
dum by divers John, Thomas, Wil- 


iam, t. as though be bad knewne his right name, but 
could not hit ou it: which whether be did oz no J know 
not, but wel J wot the ſeruingman turnt d back again, 
— — 
ted and cloaked after tte neweſt faſhion.came with his 
bat in his hand to him,ſaping : Mir, do pe tall meta- 
ted a Gentleman and med ons aodmſette pleaſe. 


right 

bis Palters name whome he ſerued, and 2228 
fer was cuen then walking in Paules. © 
(quoth the Cony-catcher,repeating his maſters — 
a very honeſt Gentleman, of ſuch a plate is he not t na⸗ 
ming a ſhire of the Country: foz bee muſt knowe both 
name. Country and ſomtimes what Genttemen dwell 
neere the partie that is to bet ouer reached, ers bee can 
— 2 No in deede Sir (anſwered the ſeruingman, 
ſuch renerence as it had bene fo an hon: ſt Gen⸗ 
tleman indeed)my Maſter is of ſuch a place, a mile from 
ſuch a Towne , — — entre 
which rrpoꝛt the deteluer was dalfe inſtruct — 
though be was ignozant of the fellows Paler, 
he knew the Country,and the knight named 
a tee Can angst . — 
as 

daut his aſſigned buſines , Being come to the _— 


* 
* 
— 1 _— « — * aft het. addon. £1. Noo a» LS * + 


of Conny-catchi a 
the crew, de — 2 — 
be expert in deed) to take this matter in hand, ſoz dim 
ſel/minht not da if, leaſt the ſerningman ſhouis return 
and know him,be ſcholed the reſt liuewiſe what every 
man ſhould do when the pinch came, and chang ing his 
tloke with one of his fellowes , walked by bimſetfe at- 
tending the feate : and enery one being as rrady. the a- 
pointed fellow makes bis ſally foozth,and comming to 
the Oentleman,calling bim by bis name, giuts him the 


him. Now as Country Gentlemen haue many viliters 
both with neere dwelling neighbours, and freends that 
iourney from farre, whom they can hardly remember, 
but ſome pꝛintipall one that ſerues as countenance to 
the other: ſo het not diſcrepating the cunning mates 
wo2ds , who kill at euety point alleaged bis kinred to 
the knight neigbboz to the Gentleman, which ſhe poze 
ſeruing man bad (doubting no ill) revealed befoze, and 
that both tbere and at his owne houſe in bawking time 
with that knight and other Gentlemen of the countrey 
be had liberallp taſted his kindnes: deſiring pardon t 
he had fo:gotten him,and offered him the curteſie off 
titie. The Conny-catcher excuſed himſelfe fo2 that 
time. ſaping, at their next meeting bee would bcſkolw it 
on dim. Then ſeeming to haue eſpycd his chaine, any 
commending the fairenes and wankemanſbip thereof: 
ſaics, Apꝛap ve fir take a litle coun! ofa friend, it may 
be you will returne thankes fo2 if. J wonder quoth be, 
you dare weareſuch a coſtly Jewell ſo open in fight, 
which is euen but a baite to 2 
2 ture 


fore time and place — ne ſooner 
—— fo; it. and no 
— where(3 may ſay - —— 


to ou) are ſuch 
oC n — a number 
many — are ave 
very eſpeciall freend of —— ball which 
—_—_— — to true — 
eee 
— —— bad loſt a — 
— — nr 
man by that diſcern: — e gente 
— — 
pꝛeſentiy takes the —— | 
ltfo latin Chaine from about his — 
. vp fl abandkercher.pat it vp int Hye 
fpareit. Notal — T 
* — Z 
— erer 
Gentleman, ſoner ſaws 
— — —— —— — — 
— regs * 
— 
iputbre Gl: ee. —— wa 
— mary were lite of 
— * inthe Churth, and —— 
bufinefle)the Gentleman Sauen ons 
— —— 
dont of Paules, which — 5 
—̃ be that bad talked with — 
doe, and got to — — 5 — 
— tov entrance eedeocue . 
— — an inche. As — 
ſeppi | — — 
bis 


of Conny-catching. 

dis gat ſo lot oner dis eyes, that be could not fvell dif- 
terne dis face, and ſtaping to take bp the keye,kept the 
Gentleman ſcom going backward oz fo ward, by rea- 
ſon his legge was ouer the thzeſholy . The fozmo@ 
Conny-catcher behind,pzetending a quarrell vnto him 
that toped, rapping out an oth, and dzawing dis dag⸗ 
ger,(aide: Dos J meete the villaiac eNay, be ſhall not 
fcape me now,and ſo made offer to ſtrike him. 

The gentleman at his ffanding vp, ſeeing it was he 
that gane bim ſuch good counſatle, and pretended him- 
ſelfe dis verie friend, but never (magining this trains 
was made foz him: Kept in his defence, when the other 
following tript vp bis deeles : ſo that het and dis com / 
ſellour were downe together, and two moe dppon 
them,ffriking with their daggers verie cagerly,marry 
indeed the gentleman had moſt of the blowes, and both 
his bandkercher with the chaine, and alſo bis puiſſs 
with thzee and fiftie Hillings in it, wore taken ont of 
es n 


It was maruellous to behold , bowe not regarding 
the Uillaines wo2 des vttered befoze in the Church. noʒ 
thinking vypon the charge about dim ( which after bee 
had thus treacheronflye loft bnwittingly) : be 
pacifiyng them that were not diſcontented, but one 
to be guile him, But they bowing that they would me⸗ 
ſcntly ga foz their weapons, and ſo to the field, told the 
Gentleman ho la hour bat in vaine Foz fight they mut 
and would and ſo going downe by Paanles Cdaine left 
the gentleman made a Conny going vp toward Flet- 
ftreet,ſozry foz his new Counſeller and freend,and wt- 
thing him god lucke in the fight : which in deede was 
with nothing but wine uy toy of their late _ 

3 . 


batie. Necre fo aint Dunitares church the Gentle⸗ 
man remem ed bumſelf, and fzeling his pocket ſo light 
bad ſud>enly moꝛe greefc at dis hatt, then cucr happen 
to dim oꝛ any man againe. Backe he comes to ſee if het 
couldcipye anye of them, but the were farre inongbs 
from bun; God ſendbim better hap wben he goes next 
a wooing,aad that this his loſſe may bee a warning to 
others, 


How a cunning knaue got a Truncke well ſtuffed with lin- 
nen and certaine parcels of plate out of a Cittizens 
houſe, and how the Maſter of the houſe holpe the decei- 
uer to Carry away his owne goods. 

| Ithin the Cittie of London, dwelleth a 
wozldly man, who hath very great dealing 
in his trade , and his ſhoppe very well fre- 

quented with cuſfomers : had ſuch a ſhzewd miſchanct 
oflateby a Conny-catcher,as may well ſerue fo2 an ex⸗ 

ample to others leaſt tdey haue the like. A cunning vil- 

laine,that bad long time hannted this Cittizens houſe, 

andgotten many a cheat which he carryed away ſafe- 

Ip : made it bis cuſtome when der wanted money, fo 

belpe him ſelfe cuer where bee had ſo often , diners 

things be had which were neuer miſt, eſpecially ſach as 
appertained fo the Cittizens trade, but when anys 
were found wanting, they could not deuiſe which way 
they were gone, ſo pollitiquely this fellow alwayes be- 
baved himſelfe , well knew dee what times of grrateit 
bufincilſe this Witfizen had in his trade, and when the 
ſhop is moſt fozed with Chapmen : then would be ſtep 
vy the ares (ſoꝛ there was and is another dooze to ths 
houſe beſides that which eritreth into the ſhoppe ) and 
what was next hand came euer away with. Ons time 
aboue 


— — — 
— — 


— — "ESE 


day light hats in about fire of the tloche, dee watched 
to doe ſome feate in the houſe , and ſeeing the miltreſle 
goe foozth with her maide, the gadman and bis folkes 
very buſle in the ſhop: bp the ſtaires he goes as hs was 
wonte to doo, andlifting vp the lafch of the ball 
tall dwze,ſaw no body nere to trouble him, when 
ing into the nert chamber, where the Cittizen and 

wife vſnally lay, at the beds fate there ſtad a hand- 
ſome truncke, wherein was verye good linnen , a fairs 
e alte. two ſiluer French bowles foz Wine, two 
er dainking pots, a ſtone Jugge couered with lll 
uer, and a dooſen of ſiluer ſpanes. This truncke hes 
bꝛings to the fayzes dead, and making faff the done, 
agatne , dzawes it downe the ſteppes ſo ſoftiye as her 
toulo, fo it was fo bigge and beany, as he could not ta- 
filie carry it, hauing it out at the doo2e , bnſiene of anye 
neighbour oz any body elſe,be tad ſtrugling with it to 
lift it vp on the fall, which by reaſonof the weight tro- 
bled dim very mach. The gedman comming fazth of 
bis ſhop, fo bid a cuſtamer oz two farwell, made thefel- 
lowe affcaide he ſhould now bee taken foz all togither : 
but calling bis wittes together toeſcape it he could, be 
Kode gazing vp at the ſigne belonging to the houſe, as 
though hee were deſirous to know what ligne it was: 
which the Cittizen perteiuing, came to him and aſked 
bim what be ſought fo:? J loke foz the figne of the blew 
bell fir, quoth the fellowe, whers a gentleman haning 
taken a chamber foz this tc arme tima, bath ſentme he» 
ther with this his Troncke of apparrell: quoth the Ci- 
tigen J know no ſuch ſigne in this rect, but in the next 
(naming it) there is ſuch a ane ind d, and there dwel⸗ 
leth ons that letteth —_——— 1 
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C bath beene bits 28 a cormman — a crafis 


t in truſt. to pꝛouide hir of a gone an- 
Mredions as ſhe had giuen bim, which 
was of good paice, as may appeare by the i 


of catching, = 
FEES..." — 2 


dle: fo; the Tayler — 
ſatten caula he got foz monie.and ſo much guide late, bo 


ſide (pangies.As thirteeae pound, what elſe was 
bellde A know not. hut let it ſaffice,thus much was loft, 


and therefoze let vs ts the manner how. 


mane with the mie lues how they might make faine par 
caſe of what they bad ſeens : and quickly it was tobe 
done 03 nat at al. As ever in a crew ofthis quality, there 
(sſame one mo2e ingenious and politique then the reſt, 
o3 at leaſt wiſe that couets to make himſeife mage fa- 
mous then the ref: ſo this inſtant was there one inthis 
— — — 
bim, but be would haue both the lace any (atten, 
When haaing laid the plot with bis conpanions,how 
and which waie their belpe wight Kand them in Read, 
this they ns. 
Vell nated they the ſeruing-man that ſtoodin the 
Cappe with the Tailer, and gathered by his defigent at» 
tondance,that be had ſome charge of ide gowne there to 
he made, wherefoze by bim muſt they wozks their tre 
cherie intended, and bſe him as an inſtrument to be- 
guile himlelfe. Due of them ſitting in a ſeatenere vnto 
the Tailers Call,could cafily heare the taſte that pa ſſed 
betwane the (aruing-man and the Tayler , where a- 
mang other communication, it was cone at the 
gowae ſbouid ha made of the ſeifs ſame faſbis 
paint, aa another — _—\ 
an 


— 
bay 


The third part 
and that meaſu it being taken by her, the ſame would 


the Lady . 
—— 
— —— 
doneſtie: de appoints that one goto 
tauerne, which was not farre off, e layingtwofagots 
on the fire in a roome by bimſelfe,and aquarte 
filledfoz countenance ofthe treacherie : another of that 


a ſuite of veluet foz himſelfe,marry it was to be doons 
with very great ſpeed. 

The Dꝛawer named the Tailer that we now ſpeaks 
of,  vpon the dzawers commending his cunning; ths 
man in all haſt was ſent foto a gentleman, ſoꝛ whb be 
muſt make a ſute cf veluct font with. Upon talke 
of the tue how much was to be bought of euer 
appertaxning — 


of Conny-catching, 
ſure of this connterfet gentleman, becauſe he knew noe / 
when to returne that waye againe. afterward they 
would go to the Merters. As the Tailer was faking 
— —— 
craftie mate 
gotten his purſle out of bis pocket, at the one Ciring 
whereof was faſtened a little key, and at the other his 
fignet ring: This botie be was ſure of all readie,whe- 
ther he ſhould get any thing eis o2 no of the miſchiefe 
intended, ſtepping tothe window he cats the ring from 
tbe purſſe, and by bis ſuppoſed man (ronnding bim in 
the eare ) ſendes it to the plot-layer of this knanerie, 
to traine the tailer along with him, as it were 
to the mercers, while he the meane time toke ozder to 
the other matfer . Afterward ſpeaking alowde to bis 
man,ftrrha, quoth bec, diſpatch what J bad you, and a- 
bout foure of the clock met me in Paules,by that time 
I bope the tailer and J hall bane diſpacht. To Cheap- 
ade goeth the honeſt Tailer with this notozious diſ- 
ſembler , not milling bis purſle fo; the ſpace of to 
' houres after , inlefle then halſe which time the ſatten 
and golde lace was gotten likewiſe by the other villain 
from the Taplers houſe in this oder. 
Being ſure the Tayler ſhould bee kept abſent, bee 
ſends another mate home to his houſe, who abuſed his 
ſeruants with this deniſe:that the ladies man had met 
their maſter abzoad , and had him to the other Ladie to 
fake meaſure of her, and leaſt they ſhould delape the 
time to long,hee was ſent fo; the ſatten and lace.decla- 
ring the token appointed, and withall gining their ma- 
ſters fignct ring fo2 better confirmation ofhis meſſage, 
Tre ſeruants could doe no leſſe then deliuzr it, being 
tommanded ( as they ſuppoſcd)by lo credible teu imony: 
F 2 Neither 


of Contry-cttching, 
the beffer dzvoke the lolfe of dis purfe . That night all 
meanes were vſed thatroulde bee, both to the Perrers, 
b;okets.gofofinſt hs goldiinerꝝx, x ſurh like, 
pily ſuch thinges doe come ko des ſaide : but all was 
vaine, the onely helps came bythe innenter of this vil 


feflion : the next moꝛning he came to the 
at what time dee eſpied him wild the Ladies ſerning- 
man, comming fo2th of the doozes, and into the tagern 


aide, and 
great grieſe foz both their cauſes, denanos 
they would thinks him wozthy of that could belp 
them to their good againe. Dn condition to matt with * 
ſuch a friend, offer was made of due pound, and after 
ſund:ie ſpeeches paſſing bet ten them alcne,he ſeeming ' 
that he would wozke the recoueris thereof by arte, and 
they pzomiling not to diſtloſe the man that did thi good, 
de dzew foztha little dane out of his boſome, whether 
it was latine a engliſh if ſkilled not, fu bee coulde not 
reade a wo2don it,then defiring them to ſpart dim alone 
a while,thcy ſhoulde pcrceine what hes woulde doe fog 
them, Cbeir deartes encouraged with ſome gcod hope, 
kept all his wozdes ſecret fo tbemſelues : and not long 
bad they fitten abſent ont of the roome, but be called tt 
in againe.and ſeming as thongh he had bene a ſcholler 
in derd, ſayd he ſound by his figure that a bzcker in ſach 
a place had their goods loſt , EY — 
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